
The news of Alex’s death was devastating for Grandma Ethel Cox and his siblings. The reaction of his 

father, A J G Cox, is difficult to know, as he was a very complex person with an enthusiasm for the 

military. The death hit Alex’s young brother, Ian, particularly hard as the following conversation in 

2002 confirms:  

During his visit to London in July/August 2002, Ian Cox told his nephew Ian Richardson that when 

the Second World War broke out he was working at a foundry that produced magnetic metals. This 

was a protected industry, which meant that the employees were exempted from military service. But 

when Ian reached 18, his father told him that he didn't want a coward in the family and that he should 

join up. This was even though his brother Alex had been killed almost two years previously. 

Ian did as he was told and enlisted as a Leading Aircraftman with the 86 Attack Wing of the RAAF.  

He served at Shepparton, Sandridge, Tocumwal and Adelaide in Australia before flying to Moratai 

[Dutch New Guinea, now Irian Jaya, Indonesia] and Labuan in Borneo. He returned via Darwin in a 

Catalina flying boat to Rose Bay near Sydney and eventually continued on to the Exhibition Buildings 

in Melbourne for discharge but was instead sent on to the RAAF base at Sale where, because they had 

no armament section, he became orderly room runner before being discharged on 6th June 1946. 

Ian Cox disliked his father and said that he was sometimes beaten with a thick stick for real or 

perceived transgressions. Sometime this would happen while Ian was asleep in bed. This continued 

into Ian’s late teens and probably was a major contributor to the fact that he had a bad stammer for 

much of his life. The loss of his elder brother Alex was a great blow to him, as Alex had often 

protected him from his father’s violent and psychologically-damaging behaviour. 


